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Is new swimming pool
just a pipe dream?

THE budget presentation this
year by Fareham Council’s rul-
ing Tories made much of the as-
sertion that providing a new
swimming pool for the Western
Wards by 2009 was a priority.

But by June, the council’s cor-
porate improvement plan admit-
ted that the project had been
delayed because of difficulties in
persuading the owners of the
Lockswood shopping centre to
release covenants to allow a
pool to be built there.

The feasibility of other sites
was being considered, and the
most obvious would be land at
the former Coldeast Hospital.

But it’s clearly unrealistic to im-
agine that all the work - commis-
sioning a design, submitting
plans and getting them ap-

proved, preparing a site and con-
structing a building - can be
completed in a few months.
Pressure for a new pool will
become even more intense giv-
en the Government’s intention to
provide free swimming for over-
60s and under-16s. But it's not
clear whether government fund-
ing for this will meet the cost.
How much longer do residents
in the west of Fareham have to
wait for a decent local pool?

Keeping a
grip on your
fuel bills

If you have problems
with your gas and
electricity suppliers,
phone EnergyWatch
0845 906 0708.

One of our Liberal
Democrat councillors
said, 'The Company |
use put my direct
debit up by 75%
(even though my ac-
count was in credit).

| went through
EnergyWatch and the
amount was reduced
to the right charge
for the energy | use.’

Hospital at
last - but
where are
the beds?

We need to do better for our youngsters

THE spring/summer round of Fareham council’s Community Action
Team meetings focused on young people, with teenagers from the
Fareham Youth Council talking about their programme.

But answers to their questions from council leaders and officials re-
vealed how badly served youngsters are in our area — Hampshire has
one of the worst-funded youth services in the country.

The Genesis Centre in Locks Heath should be a vibrant meeting
place for young people in the western wards, but it has never been
used to its full potential. Liberal Democrats say investment in our
young people must be a priority at all levels of government.

THE NEW Fareham
Community hospital at
Coldeast will be very
welcome. But it’s worry-
ing that there will be no
in-patient care, except for
a possible maternity unit.
Residents could still face
a long trek to Portsmouth
or Gosport to visit family
members in hospital.
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